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The east coast of the western peninsula of Messinia, from
Petalidi to Koroni, has a great deal to offer visiting
tourists.
The fertile coastline has a number of fine, sandy beaches
and each village en route very much has its own character, from the impressive central square of Petalidi
to the narrow, winding streets of Koroni. It is an area
that could be described as “old Greece” as, unlike
in other parts of Messinia, there has not been large
scale development. Instead, there is a good variety
of small scale accommodations to choose from and
even in the height of summer the beaches do not
get too crowded. Accessing the area could not be
easier- the first resort of Petalidi is less than a half
hour drive from Kalamata airport.

Petalidi

Petalidi

Heading south from Rizomilos the first asphalt road to the left
takes you down to the beach at Petalidi Bay, which can also be
approached through the campsite a little bit further south. This
beach is a pretty stretch of sand looking over towards Kalamata.
To the south of the beach is Petalidi Beach Camping. Between
the campsite and the town of Petalidi is a deserted strip of sand,
reached by taking the turning just to the north of a petrol station
and then heading right at the T-junction.
Petalidi itself is a charming little town, at its best on the weekly
farmers’ market held every Friday. The heart of the town is a rather
grand main square by the sea, with a grass park surrounding the
large, modern church of Agios Nikolaos. It is flanked by a selection
of inviting tavernas and kafenia and, just to the north, is the sandy
town beach.
The town has an ancient past and most of the remains of the
ancient city were found on the acropolis overlooking the bay.
All of the artefacts found here are now housed in the Benaki
museum in Kalamata.
Hidden above Petalidi are a Frankish castle and several charming
villages. To reach the former take the road into the hills north of
town that is signposted towards Paniperi. You will begin to see
the Frankish castle as you approach the village of Agia Sotira. Just
past the village is a fork to the left that leads straight ahead onto
a dirt road, signposted as “ΚΑΣΤΡΟ”. It is three to four kilometres
from here to the castle, so walking would take at least an hour.
The route is also well signposted at present.
Further on is the village of Paniperi. This is an attractive route that

takes you on through Kalohori, before joining the main Pylos
road. On the way you will pass fields of vines, mainly grown for
currants here, and other fruit crops in abundance. The road up
to Kastania is another worthwhile route up into the hills above
Petalidi.
Back on the main coastal road, the next beach before Chrani is
Kalamaki.

Kalamaki

Chrani

Chrani

Back on the main road, just before you reach Chrani you pass the
imposing “Kivotos” music bar- a lively place to spend your evenings.
The village of Chrani is about as small-scale as resorts get in
Greece, and is a perfect place for holidaymakers to get away
from it all. The long curving, sand and shingle beach is set down
from the main road, meaning that it remains peaceful and idyllic.
The fact that there are only a few tavernas here means that even
choosing where to eat is easy, leaving nothing to do except go
into deep, chill-out mode on the beach.
Again it is worth getting up into the lush hillside above Chrani to
admire the natural scenery- gorges, natural springs and gentle
rolling hills used for farming. The simplest way is to walk or drive
up to the abandoned village of Vigla. To reach it you follow the
tarmac track from beside the “Parthenon” taverna on the main
road. This winds up through pretty countryside for about 1.5km,
before reaching a handsome stone church of Agios Dimitrios at
the outskirts of Vigla. Outside the church is the “Turkish Well”,
believed once to have supplied the whole village with water.

Vigla was abandoned in 1971 after being struck by an earthquake. Rather than rebuild, the population moved down to Chrani
below, where many of them already had land or property. Many
of the old stone houses have not been touched since and give an
insight into traditional life in the area. The tarmac path ends soon
after the church, but it is worth following the dirt track a little
further. Up to the left you will soon see the little whitewashed
chapel of Profitas Ilias. From here there are fantastic views back
down to Chrani.

Agios Andreas

Chrani- Sofia Kotsilieri

It is always worthwhile getting off the main road, and above the
resort of Chrani there is an opportunity for a short circular drive
that takes you through some pretty rural villages and provides
many pleasant views back down to the coast.

Agios Andreas

Driving down the main coastal road it is quite easy to scoot
straight past the village of Agios Andreas without even noticing it
is there. It is definitely worth exploring, however. The main focus
of the village is its pretty harbour which a string of fishing boats
share with the odd luxury motorboat. This is faced by a handsome square with a children’s playground and tavernas. To the
right of the harbour a pleasant sandy beach curves southward,
lined with shady eucalyptus trees. Behind the beach nestles the
village’s campsite. The 12th century Byzantine church that gives
the village its name is located just 100m up the road to Logga.
In the church’s courtyard are the remains of a couple of ancient
columns from the nearby Temple of Apollo Korythos.
Back at sea level, turning down the road signed to “Villa Sophia” is
another potential access to the beach. On the right of this small
beach are a series of caves and openings in the rocks, offering
you the chance to swim on your own tiny beach. It feels a bit like
you are on the set for “Pirates of the Caribbean”- great for kids.

Three Beaches

Heading south from Agios Andreas the road passes through the
modern village of Nea Koroni where the large central square acts
as a roundabout for the main road. Between here and Koroni the
road heads slightly inland, but back on the coast there are three
lovely beaches, any of which would make a pleasant stop. They
are only ever crowded on August weekends and often you might
find yourself alone on them.
Coming from the north the first of these is Peroulia, the beach of
the village Kombi. However, it is best reached by going through
the village of Vounaria. There are a couple of tavernas / bars here
and ample parking. The beach itself is a strip of golden sand with
clear waters and backed by oleanders. There are views along the
coast to Koroni and, on a clear day, over to the Mani.
The main road next passes through the market town of Harokopio.

Peroulia

Koroni

Koroni- George Petropoulos

The road goes straight through the middle of the handsome
town houses, and is very narrow in places. Just as you reach the
outskirts of the town the second of the beaches, Gargarou is signposted off to the left. The narrow road twists round a few buildings before heading out of town past a church and then winding
down to the sea. Parking can be a little difficult here if the beach
is busy. The beach is sand, but is hemmed in by the cliff side and
is extremely narrow. It does however shelve very gently (there is
often a volleyball net set up in the water!), so is ideal for young
children.
The final beach on the way down to Koroni is perhaps the best
of the three. Agios Triada is reached by following the sign to the
left off the main road. After a whitewashed church on the right,
park up on the left and follow the track down to the beach. This
is a wonderful stretch of golden sand with lush vegetation giving
some shade at the bottom of the dramatic, steep cliffs
Agios Triada

Koroni
History
This was the site of ancient Asine and Pausanias tells us that it
was the third settlement to bear this name. The Asinians were
originally from the foothills of Mount Parnassos, just to the north
of the Peloponnese, but their city fell to the legendary Herakles
(Hercules). They then settled in the district of Argos, near the
modern resort of Tolo. However the Argives eventually expelled
them after they had sided with the Spartans in a war – the site
shows evidence that this happened around 700 BC. In gratitude
the Spartans allowed them to take over the land around modern
Koroni, which itself had been abandoned by the defeated
Messinians. When the Messinians returned to their homeland
they generously allowed the Asinians to stay on. Another wave
of settlers, this time from Petalidi, occupied the area in medieval
times, and they brought the name of their settlement, Korone,
with them.
There are almost no classical remains left in the town, apart from
the odd block re-used in the wall of the Venetian castle, which is
modern Koroni’s chief feature. In 1205 AD the site was captured
by the Frankish knights of the elder Geoffrey de Villehardouin,
but he only managed to hold on to it for one year before ceding
it to the Venetians. They held on to it until 1500, and these years
were its crowning glory as it became one of the chief ports of
call on Venice’s trade routes to the crusader kingdoms of the Levant.
Together with Methoni it was known as the“eyes of the Republic”. From
this point on, ownership swayed from the Turks, the Genoese
and back to the Venitians until it was occupied by the French
expedition under the command of General Maison in 1828.

The Town
Modern day Koroni is an extremely pleasant small town, reminiscent
of some of ports found on the Greek islands. The attractive harbour
front stretches between the school to the west and a handsome
square with a playground to the east (at the corner of this is the
remains of a small Turkish fountain). The front is lined with palm
trees, cafes and tavernas. The main square of the town is just
behind the western end and is dominated by Agios Dimitrios,
Koroni’s modern cathedral. It is here that buses stop and there is
a taxi rank. A series of steps lead up from here to the old windmill
at the top of town. It is possible to (carefully) climb up the steps
inside this for great views back over Koroni.
The old town stretches up the hill behind the harbour towards
the castle. Many of its streets are only accessible on foot and are lined
with steps. Oleander bushes abound and the local inhabitants seem
to have an eye for colour, punctuating their whitewashed houses
with splashes of exuberant decoration. It is dotted with secret
corners; gift shops, attractive churches, a Venetian fountain.
To reach the town’s superb stretch of sandy beach, follow the
road that winds around the western side of the castle. Note that
if you want to drive here you need to follow the very narrow right
fork as you drive into town, and then turn round a tight, and
steep, switchback before turning left. Do not be tempted to drive
up the road from the switchback to the castle entrance – there is
nowhere to park and no room to turn round.
On its way down to the beach the road passes the large church
of Panagia Eleistria, built in the late 19th century to house a
miraculous icon of the Virgin Mary that was found nearby. It is
set in a palm-lined courtyard that also houses the town’s small
collection of antiquities, which is sometimes open for viewing.
From here a stairway leads up to the castle’s second entrance.
The long, sandy beach at Koroni has two names. Here, near the
town, it is called Zaga Beach, and further along it becomes Memi
Beach. Both of them are fantastic expanses of golden sand that
are surprisingly underdeveloped, just a few cafes and tavernas at
either end. Because of its length, over two kilometres, it is always
possible to find a relatively secluded spot.

Two nearby excursions

There are two very worthwhile day trips to be made from this
area: the Polilimnio and ancient Messene. If you return to the
Rizomilos junction, take the left turn for the Polimnio, For Messene
take the right turn to the Messini roundabout and then the 19km
drive to Ancient Messene, also known as Ithome.

Polilimnio

The eponymous ‘many lakes’ are formed by the river Kalorema
tumbling down a hidden gorge through a series of waterfalls that
empty into limpid pools. Until recently they were a local secret,
but in recent years the cat has been let out of the bag, and they
can become quite crowded in the high summer. However, they
still remain relatively unknown, and are worth a visit at any time
of year. You can still find yourself exploring these fantastic pools
on your own.
The waterfalls are found just off the main toad from Messini to
Pylos, about 20km from Messini. Look out for a wooden notice
board with a map of the falls on the south side of the road, next
to the turn-off to the village of Haravgi. Large blue signs direct
you through the village and on to a good dirt road that after ten
minutes leads, via a sign-posted left turn, to a car park. A cantina
operates here in the summer. From here a steep path leads down
to the falls. Sturdy shoes are advised if you want to make the best
of them.

Ancient Messene
This must be one of the best kept secrets of the Peloponnese.
Tucked away in a fairly remote location, it is well off the regular
tourist trail. A real treat for those who take the trouble to visit: an
entire city brought to life.
It was built in 369BC after the defeat of Sparta and it reflects the
jubilation of the Messenians who returned finally from exile. A
city to be proud of. And the archaeologists who have spent twenty
years restoring it to its former glory can take equal pride in what
they have achieved; their meticulous attention to detail has
produced one of the best laid out sites in Greece. At key points
you will find information boards explaining, in English as well as
Greek, the function and original appearance of important buildings and these are placed to guide you round the entire city, from
the theatre at the top, through the Aesclepion and down to the
magnificent stadium below.
A last tip – before doing the site, drive straight through the village of
Mavromati, past the museum, up to the Arcadian Gate. The gateway is dramatic in itself but it also gives you a perfect view of the
city walls snaking across the countryside. This was serious town
planning.
A must for all who love the past.
To get there, head to the airport and at the Messini roundabout
take the signed, second exit.

